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Op-Ed: Don’t Begrudge Bezos His $25 Million Wedding

By STEVE LEvy

A lot of my friends have expressed to
me their utter disgust that one of the
world’s richest men, Jeff Bezos, just
shelled out at least $25
million on his wedding.
How insensitive and
inconsiderate, they say.
That money could’ve
been put to much better
use helping people.

But I asked them to
slow down for a second
and consider a different
perspective.

First of all, it has
always been embedded
within our American
freedoms that an individ-
ual is free to spend his or
her money anyway they so desire, as
long as it’s legal.

It’s a slippery slope when we dictate
what they can and cannot spend their
money on.

But there’s another reason why we
should not look down on his spending.
That’s the filtering-down effect it has on
so many people. Bezos is not just flush-
ing this money down the toilet. He’s
spending it on a whole host of things that
will endure it to benefit others.

According to Italy’s Ministry of
Tourism, the wedding could generate an
economic impact of more than $1 bil-
lion, equivalent to some two-thirds of

Steve Levy

the city’s annual tourism revenue.

The caterers will make enough
money on this gig to pay their rent for
the next year.

All of their working-class
cooks and servants will
make out quite well. Same
goes for the bartenders, and
even the guy who provides
the porta-potties.

And what about all the
security people who will
make a week’s salary this
one evening?

And then there is the pri-
vate valet service that will be
called in.

Then there’s the folks
who produced the fireworks.

Then there’s the cleaning
folks, and we’re not just talking about
those who are already paid to service
Bezos’ homes.

The shops in Venice owned by small
business owners will profit handsomely
from all the celebrity spending.

That’s the beauty of the free market.
There is indeed such a thing as a trickle-
down effect. We see that when success-
ful people build big mansions in
Southampton. Yes, we can begrudge
them all of their fancy stuff, but when
they’re constructing their home, they’re
making laborers wealthier. Money is
made by the realtor, the title company,
the home inspectors, the attorneys and

all their staff. And what about all the fur-
niture companies that will be making out
quite well due to this new home on the
market? That’s called priming the
prompt in a capitalistic system.

So don’t begrudge the successful
when they spend money. Worry when
they stop spending money.

As I noted in my book, Solutions to
America’s Problems, the issue of income
inequality shouldn’t be looked at how
many billionaires we have, but rather
how the middle and working classes are
faring. Taxing billionaires to the hilt to
lower their income and wealth is self-
defeating if simultaneously there is a
loss in income and upward mobility for

the middle and working classes.

On the other hand, if an across-the-
board tax cut helps propel higher wages
and employment for the average person
(which occurred each time they were
implemented in the Kennedy, Reagan
and Trump administrations), who cares
if Bezos is earning more as well?

North Korea has much more income
equality than South Korea - but who on
earth would prefer the former?

Steve Levy is President of Common
Sense Strategies, a political consulting
firm. He served as Suffolk County
Executive, a NYS Assemblyman,
steve(@commonsensestrategies.com

Oak Neck Falcon’s
Alumni Lacrosse Game

FALCON
LACROSSE |

Saturday, July 19th, the Oak Neck
Athletic Council will be hosting an
Alumni Lacrosse Game and BBQ. The

game will consisted of for-
mer Oak Neck players from
ages 18 years old and up.

Many of players also
played for the colleges they
attended.

The game will take place
at the Centre Island field,
and starts at 4:00 PM. The

whole community is invited
to attend. For more information call:
(516) 624-0608

Op-Ed: New York’s “Unsustainable” Medicaid Crisis

By N4ss4au CouNty COMPTROLLER

ELAINE PHILLIPS

There is a fiscal crisis unfolding in
New York—and it’s emptying the pock-
ets of Nassau County residents.

Medicaid is consuming a staggering
41.8% of the state’s
$252 billion budget,
amounting to $105.4
billion annually. That’s
not a typo!

More than two of
every five dollars spent
by New York State now
funds a Medicaid pro-
gram that is growing far
faster than our popula-
tion or our ability to pay
for it. And in Nassau,
we’re footing an unfair
share of that bill
because of decisions
made in Albany and
costs driven by New
York City’s reckless policies.

In 2025 alone, Nassau will be forced
by New York State to spend $254 mil-
lion of local taxpayer dollars on
Medicaid. That’s money coming directly
from your property taxes. It’s roughly
$544 per household—the equivalent of a
monthly grocery bill, car payment, or
several utility bills.

Simply put, you’re subsidizing a
Medicaid system that lacks transparen-
cy, is riddled with budget gimmicks, and
is expanding with no end in sight.

Since 2010, the cost of Medicaid has
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increased by a whopping 300%, yet the
number of people enrolled has
increased by 50%. The cost burden has
exploded, driven by a mix of unchecked
reimbursements, benefit expansions,
and Albany’s refusal to implement
meaningful cost con-
trols.

Despite having
fewer residents than
either Texas or Florida,
New York spends much
more on Medicaid than
both states combined—
highlighting just how
outsized and unsustain-

able Medicaid has
become.
New York’s

Medicaid program now
covers more than 1 in 3
New Yorkers. Add in the
Essential Plan, and near-
ly 43% of the state’s
population is on a public health plan.
When almost half the population is on
government-funded health care, and a
shrinking base of taxpayers are footing
the bill due to a mass exodus for south-
ern states, the math no longer works.
Even the NY State Comptroller has stat-
ed that this growth is “unsustainable.”
New York continues to push the
envelope. As of 2024, the state now pro-
vides full Medicaid benefits—including
long-term care—to undocumented
immigrants aged 65+. That’s a benefit
most states don’t offer even to legal res-

Annual Medicaid
Spending

State

Population

New 20.2 MM $105.4B
York
Florida 21.5 MM $34.7B
Texas 29.1 MM $57.3B

idents unless they meet strict criteria.

New York’s Medicaid costs dwarf
those of nearly every other state. Only
California—more than twice our size—
spends more. But New York offers more
generous benefits than most states, pays
providers more per service, and covers
more categories of care. That might
make Albany lawmakers feel good, but
it puts Nassau taxpayers in a financial
chokehold.

Let’s be clear: Nassau isn’t the driver
of excessive spending. Explosive costs
are coming from New York City (nearly
60% of enrollees statewide) - expanded
eligibility and dense populations result
in soaring Medicaid disbursements.

Yet, New York State expects counties
like Nassau to contribute just the same—
without any local control, without the
proportional benefit, and without the
ability to say “enough.”

A safety net for those in need is
essential, but New York needs serious
Medicaid reform. That means restoring
fiscal discipline, increasing transparen-
cy, stopping benefits for illegal migrants,
and pursuing efficiencies that other

states have already achieved. And
above all, it means respecting all of
New York’s taxpayers.

In Nassau County, we’ve done the
hard work of holding the line on the
County portion of property taxes for the
past 3 years and budgeting responsibly,
while providing top-tier services and
properly funding police. Albany contin-
ues to make our job more difficult as
they use Nassau taxpayers as a piggy

bank.

It’s time for the State to protect all
New Yorkers from a fiscal crisis of its
own making. Nassau families deserve
better.

Elaine Phillips is the Comptroller of
Nassau County. She previously served
as a NYS Senator and as Mayor of the

Village of Flower Hill.
% of Population
County Enrolled in
Medicaid
Bronx 68.2%
Kings 50.5%
Queens 49.3%
Richmond 37.1%
New York 30.1%
Nassau 22.3%
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Oyster Bay High School Celebrates the Class of 2025 with
Heartfelt Commencement Ceremony

On the morning of Saturday, June 28,
Oyster Bay High School proudly cele-
brated the graduation of the Class of
2025. While early rain showers forced the
ceremony indoors to the school gymnasi-
um, the change in venue did little to
dampen the spirit of the day, which was
filled with tradition, pride and heartfelt
reflection.

The graduates made their entrance to
the familiar strains of “Pomp and
Circumstance,” performed by the Oyster
Bay High School Symphonic Band and
Wind Ensemble. Senior Class President
Jenna Angelidakis led the Pledge of
Allegiance, joined by fellow senior
Anastasia Sakellis, who provided a trans-
lation in American Sign Language
(ASL). The National Anthem followed,
beautifully performed by the Oyster Bay
Chamber Singers and signed by senior
members of the ASL program, symboliz-
ing the inclusivity and unity of the gradu-
ating class.

Principal Melissa Argaman opened
the ceremony with welcoming remarks
before Salutatorian Michael Olivero took
the stage to deliver an address filled with
energy and gratitude. He closed his
speech with a spirited call to his class-
mates: “Bleed purple and gold, baby!”

Valedictorian Rose Lindstrom, Salutatorian Michael Olivero
who both gave encouraging speeches.

Superintendent Dr. Francesco lanni
acknowledged the weather challenges
that moved the ceremony indoors but
reminded the graduates that “you are the
sunshine,” emphasizing that their bright-
ness and potential far outweighed any
storm.

Valedictorian Rose Lindstrom deliv-
ered a powerful and personal speech
encouraging her peers to take risks and
embrace growth. Reflecting on her expe-
rience as one of only two girls on the

boys’ golf team, she urged her classmates
to “learn how to be comfortable with
your discomfort” and to “stay strong and
dare to venture outside your box.”
Among the highlights of the ceremo-
ny was the presentation of the prestigious
Beekman Medal, awarded to Nicole
Walsh in recognition of her outstanding
character and achievements. The

National Honor Society’s Honorary
Inductee award, given annually to an
inspirational educator, was presented to
Dr. Nicolle Sisia,

IEEA AL

Senior Anastasia Sakellis, who provided a translation of the Pledge of Allegiance
in American Sign Language, led by the Class President Jenna Angelidakis.

who leads the school’s ASL program.

Following the distribution of diplo-
mas, Ms. Argaman formally introduced
the Oyster Bay High School Class of
2025. In a joyful final moment, the grad-
uates tossed their caps into the air, mark-
ing the end of one journey and the begin-
ning of another.

The Oyster Bay-East Norwich School
District congratulates the Class of 2025
and wishes them continued success, hap-
piness and fulfillment in all the adven-
tures that lie ahead.

Vi = =

Oyster Bay High School’s Class of 2025 receiving their diplomas. All smiles on graduation day!
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VICTORIA R CROSBY

Close Encounters of the

ELVIS Kind
By Victoria Crosby

A collection of six short
stories where readers can step into
a world where the King of
Rock ‘N Roll comes to life.

Available online at Amazon,
Kindle, and Barnes and Noble,

in Ebook, paperback,
and hardcover.

Preview 7/24 and 7/25

Bill & Rob Roland

516-759-9400 / 212-260-2000
www.rolandauctions.com
info@rolandauctions.com

150 School St.
Glen Cove
(Piano Exchange)

e S New Children’s Book

Yeshua (Jesus)
%,,_,Visits Bayville

“Stopping advertising to save money is
like stopping your watch to save time.”
-Henry Ford

4 Vg WLy S Y, "ﬂ'x R i

= rittenamd Mustratedby. s« |

Patricia Mavros Brexel

' Your Bussiness Card Ad Here!
email The North Shore Leader:

news(@theleaderonline.com

PAINTING A true story that happened in Bayville, NY.

Read why Jesus came to visit 3 young boys.
This book will bring peace and hope to children
and adults who have lost a loved one.

Available at: Covenant Books * Amazon
) Barnes and Noble * Apple
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BUTT, Reginald Jr, age 87, lifelong
resident of Oyster Bay, NY, less the 20
years he spent in the US Navy as a Chief
Petty Officer Radioman. Husband of the
late Maryanne (DiLorenzo). Pre-
deceased by his wife, parents, siblings
and grandson RJ, he is survived by his
children Reginald (Heather), Philip
(Carolyn), Carmela, and Elizabeth
Brown (David). Pop Pop to grandchil-
dren Christopher Restrepo (Victoria),
Abigail Monette (Alex), Anna Brown
(Will Gilmore) and Mia Basso. Great
grandfather to Asher and Oliver Restrepo
and Oliver Monette. Many nieces and
nephews and a list of friends too many to
count, but many of whom we call family.

“Reggie” was known for his commit-
ment to honoring our local veterans. He
organized and lead both the Memorial
Day and July 4th parades in Oyster Bay
for 26 years, flagged veteran graves at
our local cemeteries and community
monuments, and lead Veteran’s Day and
December 7th events in town. A proud
veteran he was a member of the
American Legion, VFW, AmVets, Fleet
Reserve Association, Forty & Eight,
ANAVICUS (Army, Navy, Air Force
Veterans In Canada US) and probably a
few more we may have missed.

Funeral Service Monday 7/14/25
10:30a.m. at the Funeral Home.
Interment to follow with Military Honors
at the Memorial cemetery of St. John’s in
Laurel Hollow.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests
making a donation to your local veteran
service organization, your local volun-
teer fire department, or any not-for-prof-
it of your choosing.

FISCHER, Douglas C., on July 6,
2025, age 71, of Locust Valley, NY.
Beloved husband of Mary for 41 years.
Loving father Taylor Fischer-Allen
(Zachary) and Bradley. Devoted grandfa-
ther of Aidan and Luca. Dear brother of
Barbara Monti (Thomas) and Susan Witt
(Arthur). Cherished brother in law of

Obituaries

Noreen Fallon-Sydor (John), Patti
Quartuccio (Paul) and Geri Pivowar
(Robert). Also survived by many loving
nieces, nephews, relatives and friends.
Memorial Visitation Oyster Bay Funeral
Home, 261 South St., Oyster Bay, NY,
Saturday, July 19th from 10-11 a.m.

Inurnment to follow at Locust Valley
Cemetery. www.oysterbayfuneral
home.com

FRANKUM, Shirley D., on June 23,
2025, age 92, of Huntington, NY.
Beloved wife of Robert Lynwood for
over 60 years. Loving mother of Adrian
Robert (Maria Tiu) and Cecily Anne.
Dear sister of the late Mary Elizabeth
Rollins and Peggy Coomes. Devoted
aunt of Judy Bohannon (the late Robert)
and Sharon White (James). Also survived
by many loving relatives and friends. A
Memorial Service will be held at Christ
Church in Oyster Bay, NY on a date to be
announced. www.oysterbayfuneral
home.com

KELLOGG, Cynthia Lutz Kellogg
passed away peacefully in her sleep in
Oyster Bay, N.Y., on June 26, 2025, after
a long struggle with Alzheimer’s
Disease, at the age of 67.

Cynthia, or “Cyndy,” as most of her
friends and family called her, was born
on Aug. 14, 1957 in Woodbury, N.J. to
Lorene and Edgar Lutz.

She graduated cum laude from Tufts
University in 1979 with a Bachelor of
Arts in Child Study. After graduating, she
worked as a teacher in early childhood
education and elementary school.

She met her future husband David
Kellogg at a friend’s wedding and moved
to Long Island, NY, before marrying, in
1985.

Nothing gave Cyndy more pride and
fulfillment than raising her three chil-
dren—Scott, Julia, and Laura.

On top of motherhood, Cyndy gave
back to the community as a Girl Scout
Leader, volunteering at the school, teach-

LOUIS G. PILLARI
Owner & Funeral Director
Licensed in New York & Florida

Oyster Bay Funeral Home

Family Owned & Operated
Traditional Funeral & Cremation Services
Competitive Pricing & Pre-Planning Available
Largest Chapel on the North Shore

516-922-7442

261 South Street
Qyster Bay, New York
www.oysterbayfuneralhome.com

NORTH SHORE MONUMENTS

Plaques & Sandblasting
Quality Workmanship for Four Generations
Servicing All Cemeteries

* Monuments * Plaques * Pet Memorials ¢ Statues
* Repairs ¢ Eternal Candles * Vases ¢
Lettering Done In The Cemetery Without Disturbing The Grave Site

In-Door Showroom 100 Stones on Display
667 Cedar Swamp Road, Old Brookville

199-2156

ing adult literacy and as a hospital volun-
teer.

Cyndy loved traveling, dancing, long
lunches with her friends, and impromptu
sing-alongs with her sisters in the
kitchen. She was always there for her
family and friends, such as during her
father’s struggle with Alzheimer’s.

She broadened her husband’s hori-
zons with plays in New York City and
adventurous trips across the globe.

Cyndy is survived by her husband,
David, her three children, Scott (Mariel),
Julia and Laura, her grandson, Marco,
and her siblings, Nancy, Debbie, Arlan
and Mark.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests
donations be made to the Long Island
Chapter of the Alzheimer’s Association,
the Freedom From Religion Foundation,
or the National Partnership for Women &
Families in memory of Cynthia Kellogg.
www.oysterbayfuneralhome.com

MCCONVILLE,
Margaret Shay
(“Shay”) of Locust
Valley passed away
peacefully on June 6,
2025, lovingly sur-
rounded by her family,

— including her children,
siblings and partner.

Shay was born on Mother’s Day, May
12, 1968 in Glen Cove, NY, the youngest
in her family. She spent her formative
years in Locust Valley, attending
Portledge School, before moving to
Palos Verdes, CA where she went to
Lunada Bay School. Shay returned to
Locust Valley and attended St. Dominic’s
High School before attaining her under-
graduate degree at Curry College. After
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graduating from Curry, Shay worked for
CAA in Beverly Hills and Revlon in
Manhattan before attending C.W. Post to
earn her master’s in education. Shay was
a devoted and loving mother to her chil-
dren Kirsten Anne Scott and John Peter
Scott. Shay was a beloved teacher in
Locust Valley at St. John’s of
Lattingtown Nursery School and at
Portledge School. Thereafter, Shay
worked as an elementary school teacher
for the North Shore School District in
Glenwood Landing and Sea Cliff and as
a Clerk for the Town of Oyster Bay.

Shay was a longtime resident of
Locust Valley and, more recently, of
Lattingtown Harbor where she and her
children lived with her loving partner
Drew McMahon and his children.

Shay was the beloved daughter of the
late John and Margaret (nee Anfang)
McConville and is survived by her chil-
dren Kirsten and John; her partner Drew
McMahon and his children Michael and
Alexandra; her siblings, Robert (Bob)
McConville, Elizabeth (Liz) McConville
(Michael McGroarty), Michael
McConville (Nicole Grandelli), and
Janet Ryan (Joseph) as well as multiple
nieces and nephews, a grandniece, a
grandnephew and one more on the way.
She is also survived by her aunt Jean
McConville, of Cleveland, OH, and her
aunt Laura Anfang, of Chagrin Falls,
OH, and many cherished cousins and
friends.

Mass of Christian Burial was held at
the Chapel of St. Dominic Church. A
Trust has been established for the further
education of Shay’s children, and in lieu
of flowers, donations will gladly be

(Continued on page 10)
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Family Owned & Operated Since 1940
300 Glen Cove Avenue, Glen Head, New York 11545
Tel: (516) 671-0807 » Fax: (516) 676-4783

www.whitting.comswhitting. funeralhome@gmail.com
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St Rocco s Festival

By LEADER STAFF

The annual St. Rocco s Festival is
returning to downtown Oyster Bay this
weekend at Fireman's Field by
Theodore Roosevelt Park.

The Festival will be held from
Thursday, July 10th to Sunday, July
13th, and will feature rides for the kids,
food stands featuring a delicious variety
of Italian, international and local sea
foods, and lots of crafts and local inter-
est booths.

It will be four nights of rides, live
entertainment and Italian cuisine, punc-
tuated by a fireworks display filling up
the sky on Friday night.

The Festival is hosted by the Oyster
Bay Italian Club, which uses the pro-
ceeds to support local charities and
scholarships.

this Wee

kend
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Locust Valley Chamber of
Commerce Donates $2,500

Looking forward to a great Feast of St Rocco

Don't miss the rides, such as the
Rock Star, Roundup, Super Shot and
Super Slide, urged the Italian American
Club’s spokesman, urging everyone to
attend this family-friendly event.

Having fun at the St Rocco s Feast

(Photos courtesy IACOB)

(L to R) Julia Villella, Melissa Rhodes, Executive Director of GBBGC, Anna Villella, President of
the Locust Valley Chamber of Commerce, and Greg Lanza, Vice President of the Chamber.

The Locust Valley Chamber of
Commerce proudly donated $2,500 to
Grenville Baker Boys & Girls Club
(GBBGC), raised through proceeds
from its annual Cars&Coffee Car Show
produced by Martino Auto Concepts as
part of their philanthropic initiative.

The donation was presented to
Melissa Rhodes, Executive Director of
GBBGC, during a special gathering that
included Julia Villella, Anna Villella,
President of the Locust Valley Chamber,
and Greg Lanza, Vice President of the
Chamber.

The contribution will directly sup-
port the Clubs mission to provide

enriching programs that empower and
inspire local youth.

The Chamber is thrilled to support
such a vital community organization,
said Anna Villella. We re proud that
the success of Cars& Coffee helps make
a positive impact in Locust Valley.

We are incredibly grateful to the
Locust Valley Chamber of Commerce
for their generous support. This dona-
tion from the car show will make a
meaningful difference for our club and
the community we serve, said Melissa
Rhodes

To learn more about GBBGC please
visit its website at wwvw.GBBGC.org.




Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

“Harbor Torrc”: A Landmark in Watcrfront Luxury

A Turnkey Estate with Panoramic Views Over Oyster Bay Harbor

Set high above Oyster Bay Harbor on 1.7 landscaped acres, "Harbor Torre” is a beautifully updated waterfront Estate offering sweeping
views and refined indoor-outdoor living. The property features a 6-bedroom main residence, a 2-bedroom well-appointed guest Cottage,

and a 3-bay garage with an expansive loft.

Gracious rooms with oversized windows invite natural light and lively summer water views. A sumptuous primary suite opens to its own
private deck—perfect for quiet mornings or sunset views. Highlights include formal living and dining rooms, a study, library, two home
offices, a warm kitchen/family room, and a lower-level sports court.

Geothermal heating and cooling, EV chargers, a full-house generator, and curated landscape lighting enhance comfort and convenience.

Verandas, patios, and manicured gardens complete this exceptional offering. Masterpiece Collection Listing. MLS# 863749. $7.100,000.

Kathryn (Cottie) Maxwell Pournaras Thomas Pournaras

Associate Real Estate Broker Real Estate Salesperson

Locust Valley Office COLLLE
¢.516.816.3000

thomaspournaras@danielgale.com

Gold Circle of Excellence
c.516.857.3011
cottiemaxwell@danielgale.com

Locust Valley Office | 1 Buckram Road, Locust Valley | 516.759.4800 | danielgale.com Each Ofiica is Independently Owned and Operated. @
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