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Bayville Opens 1976 
Time Capsule 

Saturday, the 4th of July the Village of Bayville opened a Time Capsule the contained artifacts from our Nations 1976 Bicentennial Celebration. Story on Page 10.
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Village elections were held across the 
north shore in June. Most races (such as 
in Sands Point) were uncontested.  

In Bayville, no one filed for Mayor, 
and the race was decided by write-in 
votes. 

The results of the contested elections 
(with * indicating the winner, are: 

  
Bayville Mayor (write-in only) 
Paul Rupp, 519 votes * 
Steve Minicozzi, 382 votes 
 
Bayville Trustees 
Anne Walsh 869 votes * 
Aimee DiBartolomeo  860 votes* 
Michael Genova 354 write-in votes* 
  
Centre Island Mayor 
Walter Roll, 98 votes * 
Ragnar Oelsner, 66 votes 
  
Centre Island Trustees 
Andrew Farren, 96 votes * 
Mark DeNatale,116 votes * 

Carole Gutierrez, 92 votes * 
Grace Haggerty, 128 votes * 
Ralph Romano, 44 votes 
Linda Marra, 71 votes 
Alex Carciu, 64 votes 
  
Huntington Bay Trustees 
Luan Doan, 135 votes * 
Elizabeth Richter, 156 votes * 
Edward Carroll, 42 votes 
  
Manorhaven Mayor 
John Popeleski, 419 votes * 
Elan Wolf, 334 votes 
  
Manorhaven Trustees 
Monica Ildefonso, 405 votes * 
Christine Zahn, 523 votes * 
Harry Farina, 295 votes 
Delsy Omara, 233 votes 
  
Russell Gardens Trustees 
Robin Sherman, 170 votes * 
Lawrence Chaleff, 159 votes * 
Qingtao Zhou, 120 votes 
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Village Election Results 

Huntington’s Golden Dolphin 
Diner Closes - After a Battle

Locust Valley School Budget 
Passes - on Re-Vote 

Suozzi, LiPetri Win Primary 
Elections, Face-off in November

BY ISHAN SHAH 
A once-popular diner in 

downtown Huntington that 
served locals for decades 
has permanently closed, 
following a protracted 
legal fight with its landlord 
and backlash over the 
owner’s public support for 
Israel. 

Peter Tsadilas took over 
the former Golden Dolphin 
in 2020 and renamed it the 
Golden Globe, although he 
never changed the name on 
the sign.  

After the October 7, 2023 Hamas ter-
ror attack on Israel, Tsadilas 
placed posters depicting Israeli 
hostages in the windows, flew 
Israeli and Greek flags, and 
hung a banner reading “Greek 
Diners Stand With Israel.” 

The displays did not sit well 
with some community mem-
bers, leading to a loss of long-
time customers and hecklers 
accusing the owner of “sup-
porting genocide.” 

The harassment culminated 
in vandalism in the early morn-
ing hours of July 12, 
2024, when the front 
window of the eatery was 
shattered. 

The Diner’s landlord 
troubles ran parallel.  

A court-ordered 
agreement in 2021 
reduced rent to $8,000 
for the first year and 
extended the lease an 
additional 12 years.  

Counting on the new 
deal, Tsadilas invested 
another $75,000 into the 
business, but when 

agreed-upon repairs were 
never made and his case 
was thrown out of court, he 
stopped paying rent last 
August. 

"I've spent over a quar-
ter of a million dollars in 
legal fees," Tsadilas said. 
"They squeezed me out." 

He closed the doors for 
good on May 17th.  

Tsadilas has pledged to 
fight to reopen. He current-
ly operates a Kings Park 
restaurant called Diner 

Dash, which he opened with a partner in 
January 2025. 

Peter Tsadilas

The Golden Dolphin Diner

The Golden Dolphin Diner’s smashed front window.

BY LEADER STAFF 
Congressman Thomas Suozzi (D-

Glen Cove) and Republican challenger 
Mike LiPetri won their respective pri-
mary elections and will face-off in the 
north shore 3rd congressional district 
this November. 

The Suozzi-LiPetri race is a re-match 
from two years ago, when Suozzi nar-
rowly defeated LiPetri by three (3) 
points. 

The Third Congressional district 
includes most of the Town of Oyster 
Bay, the northwest third of the Town of 
Huntington, most of the Town of North 
Hempstead, and a small section of 
northeast Queens. 

In the neighboring First congression-
al district (Huntington, Smithtown, 
Hamptons), incumbent Congressman 
Nick LaLota (R-Suffolk) had no pri-
mary, and will face-off against 
Democratic challenger Chris Gallant, 
who won his primary. 

New York State Comptroller Thomas 
DiNapoli (D-Great Neck) won his 
Democratic primary for re-election as 
State Comptroller. 

In the Fourth congressional district 
(Garden City, Valley Stream), Jeanine 
Driscoll won the Republican primary 
and will face freshman Congresswoman 
Laura Gillen (D-Freeport) in November.  

  
The election results are: 
  
NY-3 Democratic Primary 
Thomas Suozzi,  82% 
Danielle Welch, 18% 
  
NY-3 Republican Primary  
Michael LiPetri, 82% 
Gregory Hach, 18% 
  
NY-1 Democratic Primary 
Christopher Gallant, 63% 
Lukas Ventouras, 37% 
  
NY-4 Republican Primary 
Jeanine Driscoll, 91% 
Marvin Williams, 9% 
  
NYS Comptroller Democratic 
Primary 
Thomas DiNapoli, 66% 
Drew Warshaw, 20% 
Raj Goyle, 14% 

BY LEADER STAFF 
The proposed ‘26-’27 school budget 

for the Locust Valley School District 
was approved by the district's voters, 
after being first rejected in last April's 
vote. 

The Locust Valley School Board has 
seen a number of controversies this past 
year, including the resignation of two 
School Board presidents, the continued 
targeting of the Locust Valley School 
District by the administration of 
Governor Kathy Hochul (D-Buffalo) to 
force the sharing of children's bathroom 
and locker room facilities with trans-

gender people, and a flurry of letters and 
charges regarding management of the 
district. 

In the June re-vote over the school 
budget, 1407 voted “Yes” and 874 voted 
“No,” to passing the budget. 

That reversed a vote a month earlier, 
when the community rejected the budg-
et by a vote of 865 “No” to 765 “Yes.”  

The rejected budget was for $100.25 
million, and the revised budget that 
passed was for $99.99 million. 

The budget includes a tax levy 
increase of 1.78%, down from 2.10% in 
the rejected budget. 

Tom Suozzi Mike LiPetri Jeanine Driscoll

Locust Valley High School







BY VICTORIA CROSBY 
The twentieth annual Cooking for a 

Cure fundraiser for diabetes was held at 
the Crescent Beach Club in Bayville hon-
oring Jaime Greenberg.  

The co-chairs of the 
event were Nassau County 
Legislator Delia DeRiggi-
Whitton, Rebecca 
Castronovo and Roberta and 
Bruce Waller. 

The evening began with 
cocktail hour as guests 
enjoyed hors d’oeuvres and 
perused the raffle baskets. 
More than forty raffle bas-
kets lined the back walls 
featuring wonderful prizes which includ-
ed sports tickets, wines, dining gift certifi-
cates,  artwork,  yoga classes, skin care 
products, golf outings and much more. 

Cantor Gustavo Gilten gave the bless-
ing and Delia DeRiggi-Whitton thanked 
everyone for attending, and for her com-
mittee and sponsors, then introduced the 
co-chairs. Bruce Waller, who with his 
wife Roberta have been sponsors of the 
event for several years, introduced Bruce 
Kennedy, former Mayor of Sea Cliff who 
now resides in Glen Cove. He raised a 
glass in memory of the late Tony Jimenez 
whose photograph was next to the podi-
um. 

The honoree, Jaime Greenberg, has a 
son Sean, who was diagnosed with type 
one diabetes as a child, and Jaime was 

diagnosed with type two diabetes a few 
years later. Sean and his wife became 
involved with Cooking for a Cure. Sean 
and his family have lived in Glen Cove 

for many years.  Sean, 
who is an adoption attor-
ney, is very involved in 
the community  serving 
on the Glen Cove 
Planning Board, The 
Glen Cove YMCA, The 
Glen Cove Chamber of 
Commerce, The Glen 
Cove Hall of Fame,  and 
several others. 

A delicious dinner 
was served as guests 

watched a beautiful sunset over the Long 
Island sound. The event raised more than 
sixty thousand dollars for Diabetes 
Research Institute Foundation. Goodie 
bags included samples of skin products 
from dermatologist and committee mem-
ber Dr Eve Lupenko,  and Greenberg and 
Greenberg Cosmetic Surgery. 

Delia DeRiggi-Whitton started the 
organization when her oldest daughter 
was diagnosed with type one diabetes 
when she was only three years old. A year 
later, with just a few others, she held her 
first fundraising event in Glen Cove. 

Since then, the organization has grown 
to include a much larger committee, many 
more sponsors and has raised large 
amounts of funds for research for a cure 
for diabetes. 
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5th Annual Sea Glass Festival

Cooking For a Cure Raises 
Funds for Diabetes Research 

Bruce Kennedy raises a glass in 
memory of  tTony Jimenez. 

5th Annual Sea Glass Festival at the 
Cold Spring Harbor Whaling Museum. 
Dive into a full day of coastal fun on 
Sunday, July 12, featuring exciting new 

experiences for all ages. Browse over 30 
unique coastal vendors. Kids and adults 
alike can create sea glass-inspired crafts, 
participate in trivia and scavenger hunts, 
and enjoy a full day of hands-on explo-
ration and seaside-inspired fun. Test 
your skills in our Whale Sound Contest 
and see if you can mimic a giant. Create 
your own sea glass shadow box, sea 
glass jewelry making classes, sea glass 
presentations and so much more. 

To purchase  tickets online go to: 
www.cshwhalingmuseum.org/events, 
$15 for Members and $18 General 
Admission, Door Tickets $18 for 
Members and $22 General Admission 

Congratulations to the Locust 
Valley High School Class of 2026

On the evening of June 25, years of 
hard work culminated with a beautiful 
graduation ceremony for the Locust 
Valley High School Class of 2026. The 
125 graduates strode across the stage at 
the school’s Fred Smith Field, and 
enjoyed a night of reflection and cele-
bration with their classmates, friends, 
family and teachers. 

Dressed in their Locust Valley green 
and white gowns with pins and cords 
representing their accomplishments, the 
graduates beamed with excitement as 
they marched onto field alongside the 
faculty members who helped them along 
their educational journeys in Bayville 
and Locust Valley.  

After beautiful renditions of “Pomp 
and Circumstance” by the graduation 
ensemble and “The Star-Spangled 
Banner” by the chamber singers, princi-
pal Patrick DiClemente and Board of 
Education President George Vasiliou 
spoke to the class about the impact the 
Class of 2026 left on the school commu-
nity and the exciting future that lies 
ahead for them. 

“Your leadership and unity defined a 
high school experi-
ence marked by stellar 
academic achieve-
ment, impactful com-
munity service and 
meaningful mentor-
ship with our elemen-
tary and middle school 
students,” DiClemente 
said. “You cultivated a 
positive culture.” 

Referencing the 
Greek poem “The 
Odyssey,” Vasiliou 
urged the candidates 

to live in the moment even when work-
ing to their end goals. “Don’t let a check 
list become your horizon,” Vasiliou said. 
“Don’t let the image of a perfect Ithaca 
blind you to the beauty of the journey 
that you are on.” 

The Class of 2026 boasted many aca-
demic and community service acco-
lades, with 63 students named to the 
National Honor Society, 55 earning a 
New York State Seal of Civic Readiness, 
41 receiving a diploma with distinction 
and three National Merit Scholarship 
winners.  

After accepting an Excellence medal 
from Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Kristen Turnow, class president Liam 
Baker stepped to the podium and 
addressed his classmates, urging them to 
treasure every moment they have with 
the people who helped them along their 
paths. 

“Just remember that life’s too short 
and too precious to not take chances. 
Just do it,” Liam Baker told his class-
mates. “But more importantly, tell your 
loved ones that you love them, say thank 
you and be kind each and every day.” 

Seniors Olivia Manning, Melanie Quezada, Sophia Georgiopoulos, Darling Acosta and Olivia Fligr 
 Photos: LVCSD

Seniors Wyatt Thorgramson, Benjamin Cote and Gregor Blaise  
assembled in the gymnasium before the ceremony.

Beautiful art made from sea glass.
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National Merit Scholarship Winners Announced 

BY THOMAS NOTHEL 
The National Merit Scholarship pro-

gram announced the names of the north 
shore area Graduating High School 
Seniors, who won and were each award-
ed a $2500 Scholarship as a National 
Merit Scholarship Finalist: 

  
Olivia Gu 
GREAT NECK SOUTH  
H. S., GREAT NECK 
  
Sophia Li  
GREAT NECK NORTH H. S., 
  
Michael Lyakhov 
GREAT NECK NORTH H. S., 
  
Lana H. Miao 
GREAT NECK SOUTH H. S. 
  
Cynthia Zhang 
GREAT NECK SOUTH H. S. 
  
Kevin Liu 
JERICHO H. S. 
  
Ashka Shah 
JERICHO H. S. 
  
Henry Zhang 
JERICHO H. S. 
  
Grant  Creedon 
LOCUST VALLEY H. S. 
  
Colin Gibbs 
MANHASSET H. S. 
  
Anirudh Arvind 
NEW HYDE PARK H. S. 

Madeleine Lennox 
GREAT NECK SOUTH H. S. 
  
Justin Kwok 
LOCUST VALLEY H. S. 
  
Benjamin E. Davidson 
ROSLYN H. S. 
  
Nora V. Han 
SYOSSET H. S., SYOSSET 
  
Shawn Lim 
SYOSSET H. S. 
 
Yiran Liu 
SYOSSET H. S. 
  
NIkhil Shah  
SYOSSET H. S. 
  
Shri Sughan Sriganesh 
SYOSSET H. S. 
  
Charlotte Li Huang 
TRESPER CLARKE  
WESTBURY H. S. 
  
Grace Lu  
SYOSSET H. S. 
  
In addition, the National Merit 

Scholarship program announced win-
ners of National Merit Scholarships 
financed by U.S. colleges and universi-
ties. These awards provide between 
$500 and $2,000 annually for up to four 
years of undergraduate study at the insti-
tution financing the scholarship.  

Thomas B. Joseph  
HERRICKS H. S., 
UNIVERSITY  
OF SOUTH  
FLORIDA 
  
Evie Bergman  
LOCUST VALLEY  
H. S., 
ROCHESTER  
INSTITUTE  
OF TECHNOLOGY 
  
Jinkuan Chen 
GREAT NECK  
NORTH H. S., 
STONY BROOK  
UNIVERSITY 
  
Justin Lee 
SCHREIBER PORT  
WASHINGTON  H. S. 
STONY BROOK UNIVERSITY 
  
Christopher Ancona 
SYOSSET H. S. 
UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA 
  
Thomas B. Joseph 
HERRICKS H. S. 
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH  
FLORIDA 
  
This year’s National Merit 

Scholarship Program began in October 
2024 when high school juniors took the 
PSAT/NMSQT, which served as an ini-
tial screen of program entrants.  

Last fall, the highest-scoring partici-

pants in each state - representing less 
than one percent of the nation’s high 
school seniors - were named 
Semifinalists on a state-representational 
basis. 

More than 16,000 Semifinalists had 
an opportunity to continue in the compe-
tition. 

From the Semifinalist group, over 
15,000 students met the academic stan-
dards and other requirements to advance 
to the Finalist level of the competition. 

 By the conclusion of the 2026 pro-
gram, about 6,700 Finalists will have 
earned the “Merit Scholar” title and 
received a total of nearly $24 million in 
college scholarships. 





ASKELAND, Janette, on June 28, 

2026, age 84, of Locust Valley, NY. 

Beloved wife of the late Robert. Loving 

mother of Scott (Domenica), Christian 

(Tara), and the late Nicole Karousos 

(Theodore). Cherished grandmother of 

Madeline, Abigail, Owen, Alexander 

Karousos, Elizabeth, Charlotte, and 

Nicholas Karousos. Also survived by 

many loving relatives and friends.  

www.oysterbayfuneralhome.com 

 

BROOKS, Louise 

P. of Glen Cove, NY 

on June 27th, 2026 at 

the age of 83. Louise 

was a retired manager 

and realtor for 

Douglas Elliman of 

Locust Valley for 

many years. A member 

of the 9 Holers at Glen Cove Golf Course, 

and a former board member of the Sage 

Foundation. She loved her time with 

friends playing bridge and canasta. Louise 

loved to garden and her flowers brought 

joy to her and everyone around her. Her 

example of strength and love will stay 

with her family forever. 

Louise was the devoted wife of the late 

Bill, and beloved mother of Sarah (Chris), 

and Alison (Rich). Proud Mammy of Erin, 

Julia, and Claire. Loving companion of 

“Doodle”. Interment is private. Donations 

may be made in her memory to the SAGE 

Foundation. www.DodgeThomas.com 

 

CALDERON, Luis 

A. of Glen Cove, NY 

on June 24, 2026. 

Loving Father of 

Alejandra, Nazareth, 

Simey, and Kiara.  

Dear son of Olmitalina 

Contreras. Beloved 

brother of 9 siblings. Also survived by 

many nieces & nephews. Interment 

Amityville Cemetery. www.dodgeth-

omas.com 

J O H N S T O N , 

Carol K. of Locust 

Valley, NY on June 

25, 2026 at age 93. 

Beloved wife of John 

F. Johnston, II. Loving 

mother of Marcia 

Johnston Wood 

(Tom), Lydia (Tom) 

and the late Duncan. Dear sister of Ellen 

Kritzman. Proud grandmother of Rebecca 

Patterson (Alex), Daniel Patterson (Amy), 

Emma Wood and Jeremy. Great-grand-

mother of Tully Littlefield, Rose Ng, Ivy 

Ng and Robin Littlefield.  

Carol attended Wellesly College, Class 

of 1955 with a Botany major. She was a 

member of the Women's Auxiliary of Glen 

Cove Hospital in the 1950's as well as the 

Visitng Nurse Association of Oyster Bay. 

She worked at Planting Fields Arboretum 

where she was the Curatorof the 

Herbarium, in charge of educational 

exhibits, field trip leader and taught class-

es on ferns and grasses. Carol was a mem-

ber of American Fern Society, a trustee of 

The Nature Conservancy, North Shore 

Wildlife Sanctuary as Vice President and 

Trustee, and a founding member and 

Treasurer of the Long Island Botanical 

Society where she was also a receipient of 

their Distinguished Service Award.  

Faith was an important part of her life, 

and she served as an Elder at Roslyn 

Presbyterian Church, and as a Deacon and 

Moderator of Deacons at Oyster Bay 

Presbyterian Church. She volunteered at 

North Shore Men's Sheltering Program of 

Glen Cove and was active at Shu Swamp 

Preserve and Coffin Woods where they 

named a Kiosk the Carol K. Johnston Trail 

Network.  

Arrangements entrusted to Dodge-

Thomas Funeral Home. Service and 

Interment are private.  

Donations may be made in Carol’s 

memory to North Shore Wildlife 

Sanctuary and/or Long Island Youth 

Mentoring. www.DodgeThomas.com 

LABELLA, Jane 
Adele of Glen Cove, 
on July 3, 2026 age 
97. Beloved wife of 
the late Ralph Sr. 
Loving mother of 
Jane Baer (Thomas), 
Anna Siegel, Robert 
(Rachel), James 

(Christina), John and the late Ralph Jr. 
(Diane). Dear sister of the late Albert 
Cayot, Mary Mihatov and Edith 
Ialeggio. Proud grandmother of David 
Baer, Adele Bolitho, Tamra Baer, Jaclyn 
Dyson, Lindsay Hanish, Lisa 
Mencaccini, Jillian Fountain, 
Christopher O'Keeffe, Brian Baer, 
Ashley Francis, Brandon Baer, Jaimie 
LaBella, Jordan Siegel, Bradley Baer, 
Lauren LaBella, Patrick LaBella, and the 
late Daniel LaBella and Danielle 
LaBella. Adored great-grandmother of 
24 and a special great-great grandmoth-
er. Also survived by loving nieces and 
nephews.  

Interment at the Locust Valley 
Cemetery. Donations can be made to 
Grenville Baker Boys & Girls Club, 
Locust Valley. www.Dodgethomas.com 

 
RUTIGLIANO, Frances, 85, of Mill 

Neck, New York, passed away suddenly 
and unexpectedly on June 16, 2026. 

Frances was a devoted wife, mother, 
grandmother, and great-grandmother 
whose life was defined by her unwaver-
ing love for family. Independent, warm, 
and deeply grounded, she navigated both 
life’s joys and hardships with grace. 
Through it all, her family remained the 
center of her world, and she found her 
greatest joy in watching it grow. 

She was predeceased by her beloved 

husband, George Rutigliano, and her 

cherished son, Jack Rutigliano. 

Frances is survived by her children, 

Gina and Albert Gherlone, and Joseph 

and Franca Rutigliano; her grandchil-

dren, Christopher and Megan Gherlone, 

Diana and Nicholas Pertoso, Mariella 

and Carter Boyd, Danielle Rutigliano, 

Stephanie Gherlone and her fiancé, 

Matthew Polizzano, and Elizabeth and 

Joseph Como; and her treasured great-

grandchildren, Jack, Georgia, and 

Rosanna. 

Nothing brought Frances greater joy 

than her family. She treasured every 

moment with her children, grandchil-

dren, and great-grandchildren, taking 

immense pride in their accomplishments 

and milestones. Her love, guidance, and 

devotion shaped the lives of those 

around her and will continue to be felt 

for generations to come. 

Frances carried herself with remark-

able poise and dignity. Whether through 

her love of opera, her meticulously kept 

home, or the way she presented herself, 

Frances embodied a timeless elegance. 

Always beautifully put together, she had 

a keen eye for detail and a deep appreci-

ation for beauty, tradition, and refine-

ment. 

Though her passing leaves an 

immeasurable void, her legacy lives on 

in the family she loved so deeply and in 

the values she instilled in each genera-

tion. She will be profoundly missed and 

lovingly remembered always. Interment 

at Holy Rood Cemetery. www.oyster-

bayfuneralhome.com 

Obituaries
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NORTH SHORE MONUMENTS   
Plaques & Sandblasting 

Quality Workmanship for Four Generations  
Servicing All Cemeteries 

 
• Monuments • Plaques • Pet Memorials • Statues •  

• Repairs • Eternal Candles • Vases •  
Lettering Done In The Cemetery Without Disturbing The Grave Site  

In-Door Showroom  100 Stones on Display 
667 Cedar Swamp Road, Old Brookville  

7 5 9 - 2 1 5 6
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