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Locust Valley High School hosted its
annual Flags for Freedom event in part­
nership with local organization
Operation Democracy on June 6. The
ceremony gave each members of the
Class of 2025 a moment to appre­
ciate our heroes who sacrifice so
much for them and acts as a lesson
on flag etiquette and symbolism.

Veterans from Bayville
American Legion Post 1285 and
Locust Valley American Legion
Post 962 demonstrated how to fold
the American flag and what each
fold of the flag represents. Each
student met a veteran on stage,
took time to get to know each other
and received a flag and a copy of
the U.S. Constitution to take home.

“Today, I encourage the Class
of 2025 to reflect on the sacrifices

and take this opportunity to speak with
the veterans joining us today,” Assistant
Superintendent Dr. Janine Sampino
said. “It has been a privilege to see this
tradition grow each year and I look for­

ward to seeing the impact in
the years ahead.”

“This event is a moment
when generations meet, and
the hands that once carried
the weight of our nation’s
freedom now passes it off to
the next generation,”
Operation Democracy repre­
sentative Carol Cotton told
the audience. This will be
especially true for senior
Ricardo Moran­Cruz, who
will be joining the United
States Marine Corps after
graduation.

United States Air Force
veteran Renato Spampinato,
father to three children who
all attended Locust Valley
High School, addressed the

students and faculty in
attendance. He pre­
sented his son, senior
Nick Spampinato with
the first flag of the day.

“My military time
deeply shaped my life
with tough work and
long hours, and 
also great times and 
lasting friendships,”
Spampinato said.
“Good people have
given up a lot for you
to enjoy this great
country.”

Locust Valley Class of 2025 Connects with Veterans at 
Flags for Freedom

Bayville and Locust Valley veterans folded the American flag as students read about the 
symbolism behind each fold.

Locust Valley High School senior Nick Spampinato received
the first flag from his father, veteran and Flags for Freedom

speaker, Renato Spampinato.
Photos: LVCSD

Senior Ricardo Moran­Cruz, who is joining the Marines
this summer, took a moment to meet with marine 

veteran Joseph DiLorenzo.

Senior Sara Nearenberg received a flag from an 
Air Force veteran.
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