


Page 2   The Leader May 20, 2025   



Oyster Bay Town Supervisor Joseph
Saladino and members of the Town
Board hosted a special ceremony to rec­
ognize exceptional women who have sig­
nificantly given back to our communi­
ties. This year’s ceremony recognized 12
‘Women of Distinction’ who live and
work throughout the Town of Oyster
Bay. 

Supervisor Saladino stated, “These
extraordinary women all have outstand­
ing qualities and have truly made our
Town a better place. Together with my
colleagues on the Town Board, we salute
these outstanding residents for giving
back to the charities, our hometown and
the neighbors they love so much.”

Councilwoman Maier, a member of
the Women of Distinction Committee,
added “All of our honorees have gone
above and beyond in their communities.
These women have an inspiring story to
tell, and while their backgrounds are dif­
ferent they all have one thing in common
– they don’t do what they do looking for
accolades. All our honorees should take
pride in their great achievements as they
are true role models in their various fields
and communities.”

2025 HONOREES

Barbara Groff 
(Syosset, Oyster Bay)

Barbara selflessly
volunteers countless
hours to make her com­
munity a better place.
She helps run the Hope

for Long Island Thrift Store, and co­leads
the food pantry based at North Shore
Community Church, which last year
alone helped provide three days of gro­
ceries to more than 12,000 people.

Carol Kennedy
(Bayville)

Carol has made a sig­
nificant impact on the
Bayville community
through various causes,
particularly those that

celebrate its rich heritage and historical
significance. For more than 20 years, she
has sat on and chaired dozens of boards
and organizations that help make the
community a better place.

Kasturie Roth
(Locust Valley)

Through her work
with local community
organizations, Kasturie
has fostered community
engagement and social

connections through events and initia­
tives. She dedicates countless hours to
promoting literacy, education, and horti­
culture, and works to support underprivi­
leged and elderly persons.

Antigone Argyriou,
MD (Glen Head)

As an interventional
pain management physi­
cian, Dr. Argyriou is ded­
icated to enhancing the
lives of those struggling

with chronic pain and improving their

overall quality of life. In addition to her
clinical work, she is also actively
involved in local and state advocacy and
legislative efforts to improve access to
healthcare.

Zuleima Trujillo
(N. Massapequa)

Zuleima runs Blessed
Cleaning Service Corp,
where she’s been recog­
nized for tremendous
tasks such as cleaning up

after the Jones Beach 4th of July
Fireworks show. Through a local salon,
Zuleima and her cleaning team partici­
pate in a program to help clean and disin­
fect areas of homes for people battling
cancer.

Judy Walter
(Bethpage, 
South Farmingdale)

Judy has demonstrat­
ed exceptional leader­
ship and dedication in
her role as Business

Manager for the South Farmingdale
Water District. Her ability to balance
high level financial oversight with team
leadership has made a significant impact
on the water district’s success.

Taylor Alletto
(Sea Cliff)

Taylor is the market­
ing and corporate social
responsibility manager
at BEDGEAR, where
she focuses on fostering

a culture that balances people, profits and
the planet. She is also the founder of Sea
Cliff Shaved Ice, which is dedicated to
sustainability and being 100% plastic
free.

Lorraine Stanton

(Farmingdale)

Lorraine has spent

decades helping others,

assisting families in

need, increasing histori­

cal awareness in her

community and promoting women’s

causes. Lorraine is president of the

Farmingdale­Bethpage Historical

Society, serves on the Farmingdale

Library Board of Trustees and on various

village committees and women’s clubs.

Dina Ditrano

(Glenwood Landing)

Dina is a 30+ year

member of the

Glenwood Hook &

Ladder Engine & Hose

Company, who has dedi­

cated her time serving her community as

an EMT, engine Lieutenant, on various

committees and on the board of trustees.

She has served in several administrative

roles within the Fire Company, being the

first woman to hold any of those posi­

tions.

Nancy Zuch (Hicksville)

Nancy co­founded The Morgan

Center, a preschool pro­

gram for children diag­

nosed with cancer.

Nancy has helped hun­

dreds of children receive

an early childhood learn­

ing experience while providing families a

safe space to establish an early education

foundation while coping with the stresses

of battling cancer.

Juliana Terian

(Westbury)

Juliana is the

President and CEO of

Rallye Motor Company,

through which she has

supported many charitable organizations.

She has partnered with Island Harvest to

collect tons of food items for local fami­

lies during the holiday season, as well as

Donate Life NY, to highlight and encour­

age local residents to register in the New

York State organ and tissue registry.

Valerie Thomas

(Massapequa)

Through volunteer­

ing with the Girl Scouts,

Valerie organizes count­

less events while men­

toring children she oversees as co­leader.

Her efforts have not only enriched the

lives of these young leaders, they have

also fostered a sense of community and

collaboration among troops. 
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Town of Oyster Bay Honors Exceptional Residents 
At ‘Women Of Distinction’ Ceremony

Hearing on “RozeWood” CSH

Hotel Re­Zone Draws Hundreds

BY LEADER STAFF
A hearing on a devel­

opment plan to convert the
old Deramore mansion ­
on Woodbury Road in
Cold Spring Harbor ­ into
a commercial Hotel and
Day Spa drew hundreds of
local residents, mostly
opposed to the re­zone of
the property into commer­
cial use.

The re­zone proposal
filed by Hunebed
Holdings LLC would convert the his­
toric mansion house into a 23­room
hotel and day spa. 

The mansion was originally known
as “Deramore” and was built in 1933 for
Edgar Farrar Bateson by Mott B.
Schmidt in Cold Spring Harbor.

Jan and Jude Rozenveld, the princi­
pals of the property’s owner, Hunebed
Hoildings LLC, have renamed the 24
acre property as "RozeWood Farms"
and are seeking to have the property's
current residential zoning changed into

a Historic Building Overlay District for
commercial use.

The Huntington Town Board has
repeatedly delayed a public hearing on
the re­zoning application, which finally
proceeded last Tuesday at Huntington
Town Hall.

The Rozenveldt’s argue that by
allowing the re­zoning for commercial
hotel use, they can preserve the proper­
ty's 24 acres as a park­like setting, and
maintain the historic mansion house.

Residents are opposed to re­zoning

the property for commercial use, which
could then result in traffic and loud
catered party events on the grounds. The
Deramore / RozeWood property lies in
an entirely residential neighborhood on
the west side of Woodbury Road just
north of Pulaski Road.

An example of a commercial “hotel
re­zone gone wild” occurred recently at
the historic “Mansion” property in Glen
Cove. 

The Mansion was increasingly being
used to cater disreputable wild parties,
including a notorious 2022 rap party by
Brooklyn Rapper “Fetty Luciano”
where three people were shot and armed
partygoers ran fleeing into neighbors
homes and gardens, to escape the gun­
fire.

The RozeWood property is currently
zoned as two­acre residential, but sits on
the edge of bluff, which means that the
24 acre property could be broken­up
into 10 or more single family home lots. 

The Huntington Town Board has not
yet scheduled a vote on the Rozenveldt's
proposal.

The Deramore Bateson House

Located on on Woodbury Road.

Built in 1933 for Edgar Farrar Bateson











BY LEADER STAFF
Over a dozen Long Island high school

students – including nine from local north
shore high schools ­ have been named as
2025 semifinalists in the prestigious U.S.
Presidential Scholars Program.

The Program is run by the U.S.
Department of Education. This honor rec­
ognizes some of the nation's most distin­
guished high school seniors for their aca­
demic excellence, leadership, and com­
munity involvement.

Some of the area students named as
Semifinalists are: 

Jeremy Ratner,  Portledge School

Johnathan Ahdout, Great Neck –

Great Neck North High School 

Vishrut S. Goyal, Jericho ­ Jericho

High School 

Milan Lustig, Cold Spring Harbor ­

Cold Spring Harbor High School 

Agastya Mittal, Jericho ­ Jericho

High School 

Grace Punzalan, Manhasset ­

Manhasset High School 

Sarah Sun, New Hyde Park ­ Great

Neck South High School

Erin Wong, Great Neck ­ Great

Neck South High School 

Yujin Wu, Great Neck ­ Great

Neck South High School
“Jeremy’s achievement places

him among an elite group of stu­
dents,” stated a press release from the
Portledge School about their student
Jeremy Ratner.

The US Presidential Scholars
Program uses a Student’s SAT or
ACT college admission test scores to
first determine the original group
called “Candidates.” They are further
evaluated to be named as
“Semifinalists.”

Candidates are notified of eligibil­
ity, and ­ if interested in being consid­
ered for the scholarship ­ must submit
an essay, self­assessments, high
school reports, and transcripts. The
candidates are then evaluated on their

academic achievement, personal charac­
teristics, leadership and service activities,
and an analysis of their essay.

The 2025 Semifinalists were selected
from over 6,000 Candidates.

Being named a Semifinalist is one of
the highest honors bestowed upon gradu­
ating high school seniors. Scholars are
selected based on their accomplishments
in many areas—academic and artistic
success, accomplishment in career and
technical fields, leadership, strong char­
acter and involvement in school and the
community.

The US Presidential Scholars
Program was established in 1964 by
President Lyndon Johnson through an
Executive Order of President Lyndon
Johnson.  

From the Semifinalists, there are 161
students chosen to become US
Presidential Scholars. The White House
Commission on Presidential Scholars
makes the final selection, with the names
of the 161 Presidential Scholars to be
announced by US Secretary of Education
Linda McMahon. 
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North Shore Students Named as
“US Presidential Scholars”

Semifinalists

Close Encounters of the 
ELVIS Kind

By Victoria Crosby
A collection of six short 

stories where readers can step into
a world where the King of 
Rock ‘N Roll comes to life.

Available online at Amazon,

Kindle, and Barnes and Noble, 
in Ebook, paperback, 

and hardcover.

“Stopping advertising to save money is
like stopping your watch to save time.”

­Henry Ford

Your Bussiness Card Ad Here!
email The North Shore Leader:

news@theleaderonline.com

LV Ann Monsees Nominated for
2026 NY Teacher of the Year

Jeremy Ratner of Portledge
(courtesy Portledge School)

Being called to the
principal’s office is not
usually a prelude to good
news, but it was a wonder­
ful surprise for Locust
Valley Middle School
teacher Ann Monsees. On
that winter day, Monsees
learned that she be nomi­
nated for New York State’s
Teacher of the Year award
for 2026.

Monsees has spent her
entire 23­year teaching
career in the Locust Valley
Central School District
and the last 13 years in the
middle school, and in that
time, she has become
known for her excellent
rapport with students and
her willingness to try new
ways to make them com­
fortable in the classroom.

As one of three teachers in her imme­
diate family, Monsees often discusses
new methods of getting the most out of
students. Part of that has been her inclu­
sion of flexible seating options, including
standing tables, floor seating, bouncy­
ball chairs and regular desks since 2018.
Encouraged by her sister Mary, who was
also nominated for Teacher of the Year in
Florida, Monsees read up on how flexible
seating can enhance teacher­student
interactions, foster peer learning and
accommodate different learning styles.

“I love the challenges that you face in
sixth grade,” Monsees said. “The stu­
dents are coming to a new building with
new lockers and making friends from
both sides of town. I find all of that so
exciting, and helping them along that
journey – the academic and social – is
unique to the middle school.”

Monsees has also become well­
known for her exciting hands­on activi­
ties that connect to the course material
and teach students life lessons. Over the
last few years, she has held a day where
students design their own kites and fly
them through the air during their weather
unit in science class. This past year, she

and the rest of the sixth­grade teachers
held a camp­themed day where students
caught up on their reading of “The
Adventures of Ulysses,” in tents, wrote
stories after fishing for parts of speech
prompts and used teamwork to create
shelters out of connecting rods and
cones. She credits her peers – teachers
and administrators – for collaborating
with her and helping exciting ideas make
it to the classroom. Her efforts extend to
extracurriculars, as she started the civics­
minded “The Fifty Nifty Club” focused
on improving knowledge of American
geography and regional facts. Monsees
has invited middle school students in
Half Hollow Hills and Jericho to collab­
orate with the club’s members.

“Ms. Monsees believes that learning
should be engaging, relevant and person­
alized, and designs innovative lessons
that seamlessly integrate real­world
problem solving,” Locust Valley Middle
School Principal Michael Cestaro said.
“Her commitment to her students, their
parents and her colleagues is nothing
short of inspirational. Her care, compas­
sion and positivity have allowed her to
become an invaluable asset to our school
community.”

Locust Valley Middle School sixth­grade teacher Ann Monsees
(center) with her children and Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Kristen Turnow (left) and principal Michael Cestaro (right).

Photo: LVCSD
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